HA-111 c. 1838
MOTZ HOUSE
Havre de Grace, Md.

One of the most interesting structures in the northern end of Havre
de Grace is the Motz House. It is located one block from the Susquehanna
River near the terminus of the Susquehanna and Tidewater canal. The ground
floor is constructed of brick while the second story is frame. The main
section has a two story porch across it under a gable flank roof. A two
story shed roof addition, presently used as the street entrance, joins
the rear of the main section and extends beyond it by a few feet on the north
side. A large cooking fireplace is found on the second floor supported
by an arch in the ceiling below it. Hand hewn, pegged timbers are visible
in the framing of the roof; these timbers are believed to he salvage
material from the burning of the town by the British in 1813.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Motz House is a two and a half story, four bay dwelling with a wo
story shed addition on the rear. Now serving as the front of the house,
the addition extends approximately three and a half feet beyond the
north side of the main section. The first story is constructed of com-
mon bond brick-painted red, and the upper stories are frame, covered
with aluminum siding. The attractive appearance and excellent condition
of the ho se is the result of extensive restoration done on it by the
present owner. The house is located at 715 N. Stokes 5t., facing west,
in the center of a large well tended lot, bordered by Water St. on the east,
Erie St. on the nortn and a few large storage tanks used for chemical
fertilizer. The view from the rear (east) are visible on the south side
includes the Susquehanna River ané the sailing marina or Water as well
as storage industial tanks facilities.

Across the west front is a one story, four bay porch with a shed rocf
supported by plain posts. OUn the river or east side is an open two story,
two bay porch, surported by plain wocden posts. It is recessed under the
roof and extends across the entire elevaticon.

¥indows are arranged evenly on the facade. Throughout the house they have
6/6 light, double hung sash; some window openines were added by the present
owner., A 9/9 light window is visible in a photograph of the South elevation
taken before the house was restored.

On the west front, the house has two entrances, one in either end. Both
doors are six paneled, but the north door has six lights in the upper panel.
On the riweti:-front, the doors have six panels also. They are contained in
the south bays; the door on the second story has a three light transom
above it.

The main sectior has a gable flank roof, with the ridge running north to
south., While the shed roof of the addition joins the main section on the
south side, the north side of the additicn extends beyond the main secticn.
This gives the lower shed roof a distinctive and separate appearance from
the higher gable roof behind it. Both roofs are covered with asphalt
shingles. The chimney on the north elevation, main section is of pariicular
interest. On that the elevaticn, the brick part of the wall. forms the
shape of the letter L. The upper part of the L extends into the second
story where a large fireplace is locazted. The chimney itself is & medium
size, rectangular brick chimney rising from within the end wall., On the
west front a small chimney rises from the center of the shed roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



NA= (1

KJ SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING ——LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS — LITERATURE __.SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 )LARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
X_1800-1899 — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —_INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
- SPECIFIC DATES C. 1638 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two and a half story brick and frame house has a gable roof on the
main section and an addition with a shed roof joining it. Because the
street is closest to it on the west side, the house is entered through

the shed addition. The lines of the house are unusual. <+he west
elevaticn of the shed addition extends approximately t:ree and a half feet
beyond the north elevation of the main section, forming two separate roof
iines while the scuth elevation hes a salt box profile., The north =nd of
town w as laid out and developed later than the center was. And this may
explain why the house does not rezlly lie parallel with any of the streets
around it. The construction of tke ho..se supports an early (early to mid
19th century) date of constructior.. The roof beams are hand hewn and
pegged and according to the owner, hand wrought nails were used to fasten
the split wood shingles which covered the roof before they were replaced
with asphalt. Possibly the house was constructed of salvage material
dating from the 1918 burning of tke town by the British. The second floor
of the house is also interesting. # high ceiling and a fireplace make it
appear that family life took place there while the first floor with a
supporting arch in the ceiling, fcr the fireplace above it, was used as
commercial space.,

Many interesting examples of early to mid 19th century architecture are
found in the northern end of “avre de Grace. Among those that may have
pre-dated the opening in 1840 of the Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal are
the wollen Double House (Ha-835), The Barnes-Hopper #ouse (HA-832), The
McCabe House (Ha-830) and the Motz House.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Interior: The first floor has no particular tlan; it is one and a half

o

rooms deer and the stairs on the north wall were added by tresent owner.

At the ceiling on the north wall of the living rocm is a supperting arch for
the large brick fireriace atove.it, on the second floor. Because the fire-
vlace and the hicher ceiling are on the second floor perhaps the first
floor, heated by a stove, was used for commercial purposes. The beams

in the second flocor ceiling, main section, have been exposed; once

olastered over ihey contain marks of hand and machine tocis. In the attic,

£,

the construction of the roof with hand hewn pegged timbers, is evident.
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